With this original state to start from, gradual develop-
ment brouglit'Eorth a village civilization which was remark-
ably .uniform in its fundamental traits, but at the same
time richly varied in all the features influenced by local
circumstances. The; early pagan interpretation of the
country-dweller's bondage to nature sank away into sub-
conscious depths. Close daily interdependence and re-
lationship in family, church, neighborhood, and village
produced a type of human existence which, passed on
from generation to generation, may be likened to a vigor-
ous, blossom-covered tree reaching from the dim past
into our present time.
All the characteristic features of this manner of life
were the result of tribal cooperation, not of personal in-
clination or taste. This can be seen, for example, in the
way in which the groundplan of the village was laid out
in all those cases where the village was founded as a
new settlement or colony; it-may be observed in the
arrangement of the individual farms, in the structure of
the homesteads, and in the methods employed in culti-
vating the fields and raising the live stock. The manner
of the villager's dress was determined by customs pre-
vailing in each particular district or sometimes even in
the individual places; there were differences in costume
which distinguished the married from the unmarried.
Tools, farm implements and household goods were made
by the farmers themselves or by farmer artisans; thus
their shape and ornamentation were the products of
long, unbroken tradition, leaving the individual maker
but little chance for arbitrary modification.
The temporal and spiritual significance of every major
occurrence in the life of a person or of the community
was impressively visualized by solemn customs and rites
accompanying it. Rigid rules determined whose duty
or privilege it was to carry the newly born infant to